Age-dependent depressor effect of L-dopa in dogs with inhibition of extracerebral dopa decarboxylase.
The results of this study demonstrate that a carbidopa-L-dopa combination has a greater depressor effect in puppies than in adult dogs. These effects are believed to be due to the action of a metabolite of L-dopa within the CNS. These data should alert clinicians to the possibility that CNS cardiovascular control centers, which utilize catecholamines as neuromediators, may be more responsive to pharmacological stimulation in the young than in the adult.